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Cassimore May 
From Germany to Washington County 

1754 – 1836 

 

 Cassimore May was born in Germany, the son of Joann Wilhelm May and Ann Elizabeth 
Schertel.  His parents died while he was still a child, and as a young man of 19, he left his home, and 
sailed to Philadelphia in 1773. He was listed as “Casimir May” 1 on the ship, “Charming Molly.”  It was 
in Philadelphia that he was drafted into the Pennsylvania Militia, in the summer of 1777. He joined the 
main army under General George Washington, and fought in the Battle of Brandywine in 17772.   

 It is likely that he remained in Pennsylvania for a few years before removing to the Washington 
County area of North Carolina.  I found no original record of his marriage to Mary Horne, but I believe 
this may also have been while he was in Pennsylvania.  The birth of their first child was in 1782, a son 
named John. Other children followed, William and Elizabeth in 1785, and Mary in 1787.  There is a gap 
between their children here, the next child, Catherine, born in 1791. Another gap between children is 
after Catherine, and before the next child, Peter, born in 1795.  It may have been during this time that 
the family came to Washington County.  Four more children were born into the family, Adam in 1796, 
Samuel in 1797, Barnabus in 1800, and David in 1803.  

 Other supporting evidence for that the May family arrived here between 1791 and 1795 is found 
in records here in the archives.  The first mention of Cassimore May is found in March, 1794, a court 
case between May and James Penney, for trespass.  1794 is also the first time May is listed on the county 
tax list, as seen below. It is important to note here that May is shown as owning no land.  From 1794 
through 1835, Cassimore May consistently is listed in the county’s tax lists.   

 
1794 tax list, Milliken’s Company, Washington County 
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His first purchase of land was in in 1797, when he acquired six acres from Casper Sliger.  This property 
was a portion of the North Carolina Land Grant #884, originally granted to James Cash.  

In 1798, he purchased 50 acres from Jonathan Tipton in the present-day Dry Creek area of the county.  
He later purchased 117 acres from Charles Robertson, and was also a recipient of two Tennessee land 
grants, #5824 (September 1809), and #10445 (April 1824). The image below shows the property at Dry 
Creek, bounded on the west by the Nolichucky River.  

  

At the time of his death on May 31, 1836, May likely lived on the parcel of land in Dry Creek.  He had 
long since sold the Bulldog Miller tract.  The Dry Creek property was divided among his heirs, found in 
Deed Book 21, page 372.  The image below shows the layout of the lots, and the recipient of each.   

 

 
 
 
David May – Lot 1 
Barnabas May – Lot 2 
Samuel Keplinger and wife – Lot 3 
John May – Lot 4 
Adam May – Lot 5 
Samuel May – Lot 6 
Catherine Kindal – Lot 7 
Peter May – Lot 8 
Jacob Million and wife – Lot 9 
William May’s heirs – Lot 10 
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Cassimore May and his wife are both buried at the Old Dutch Meeting House Cemetery; his grave is 
marked by a hand-carved tombstone.  A government military marker was set on May 28, 1958 to 
recognize his service in the Revolutionary War. At least two of their children, Catherine Keplinger, and 
her husband Jacob, and David May are also buried in the cemetery.   

    
Historical maker for the Old Dutch Meeting House                                          

 

 

 
Old Dutch Meeting House Cemetery 

 

Mary May’s tombstone. 

 

 
Cassimore May’s two tombstones 
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